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Doing it all over 
again, I would 
still choose
NTNU

C heng-chun Tou is a fourth-year student studying in the Performance 
Track of NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Performing Arts. Originally from 
Mainland China’s Liaoning Province, Cheng-chun graduated from 
Beijing Sport University and previously performed in the Korean original 

musical Washing Clothes and the musical Mamma Mia! Since his arrival at NTNU, 
he has been quite active on-stage, with performances in musicals A Village of Night 
Wish, Soul Mountain, 1986, and Classic of Mountains and Seas. With every role 
he plays, Cheng-chun hopes that his personal interpretation of that role can help 
audiences deeply experience the essence of performing arts.  

“Doing it all over again, I would still choose NTNU,” says Cheng-chun Tou. The 
year he applied to NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Performing Arts, he never imagined 
that he would one day be able to earn a livelihood from his skills and experience 
in the performing arts. Today, Cheng-chun enjoys a wide of circle of friends and 
compatriots in the performing arts field. These connections afford him abundant 
singing and dancing opportunities on stage where he has confidently learned to 
expresses his dedication and sincerity to the performing arts.    

After graduating from university, Cheng-chun chose to come to Taiwan to pursue 
his master’s degree. Having previously met Taiwanese exchange students studying 
in China and enjoyed his interactions with them, Cheng-chun had already began to 
contemplate the idea of studying in Taiwan. “I chose NTNU after I chanced to meet a 
professor from NTNU who had been invited to speak at our university’s anniversary 
celebration festivities. I was more familiar with NTNU at that point,” says Cheng-
chun. This meeting kicked off an interest in NTNU for Cheng-chun, who began to 
research opportunities available in the field of performing arts before deciding to 
apply to NTNU. 

Arriving in NTNU, the most unexpected thing for Cheng-chun was the abundant 
interactions between students and faculty. “From the standpoint of professional 
requirements in the performing arts field, this is an ideal situation, as faculty 
assistance can help you to quickly grow and improve in just a short period of 
time,” praised Cheng-chun. Cheng-chun says that thanks to the help of his advisor 
Professor I-fang Wu, he quickly became comfortable with his institute’s academic 
requirements and features.

“How have you been recently? Where are you living now? Have you gotten used 
to the food?” These were questions that his advisor Professor I-fang Wu would often 
ask Cheng-chun during his first few months studying at NTNU. Professor Wu is 
known for taking time outside of class to quietly look after his international students 
to ensure they are adapting to campus life in Taiwan. On one occasion, Cheng-chun 
remembers how Professor Wu had some convenience store coupons. Refusing to 
take no for an answer, he pressed them into Cheng-chun’s hand, warmly instructing 
him to remember to eat at regular times and take care of his health. Professor Wu 
also helped supervise Cheng-chun’s thesis progress, offering academic support and 
advice when necessary. Remembering back to those times, Cheng-chun remarks, 
“The relationship between professor and student here is often like that between two 
friends.” Cheng-chun also expressed sincere thanks for the help of Graduate School 
of Performing Arts Professors Chih-min Liang and Kang-king Ho whose constant 
encouragement has been instrumental in the progress of countless students.
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Enrolling as a student in the Graduate Program of Performing Arts marked the 
first time Cheng-chun Tou had formally applied himself to the performing arts field. 
A professional ballroom dancer in college, he decided to begin a study of music 
and musicals. This meant his studies were much more arduous when compared to 
his classmates. “I still remember the first time we were rehearsing for the musical 
Mistrusting Love Syndrome. The director criticized my lack of stage awareness and 
called my performance atrocious,” recalls Cheng-chun with a wince. 

Problems stemmed from the fact that Cheng-chun’s performance background 
was uneven. A former dancer, he couldn’t read sheet music. This meant he 
had a hard time getting a “feel” for the overall situation, leaving him at a 
loss concerning where he was to be on stage. However, he remained 
willing to explore different possibilities. He made good use of 
his graduate institute’s teaching resources to get his sheet 
reading, on-stage performance and positioning skills up to 
par, thereby turning a handicap into a strength.  

“Our lives are short. To avoid wasting them, we should push 
ourselves to try new things,” says Cheng-chun. His first year at NTNU, 
Cheng-chun wanted to accumulate hands-on experience and acting 
credentials as quickly as possible. Eager to explore and sharpen his acting 
skills, he never let one performance opportunity pass him by. That first year, 
he would arrive at NTNU at 8am every morning for class. After his last class at 
4pm, Cheng-chun would immediately catch the high-speed rail for Taichung 
where he was filming a night play. Filming would finish around 6am the next 
morning, after which Cheng-chun would take the high-speed rail back to Taipei 
for another day of class. Cheng-chun says that switching from ballroom dancing 
to performing arts has given him the freedom to pursue a variety of academic 
and performance-based experiences and to explore a host of different career 
possibilities.

Cheng-chun feels that the process of learning in the performing arts is much 
like passing through the hurdles of human life. You start from the smallest roles 
and pass through a wide range of roles and personalities. While giving life to 
each of your roles, you also find that you touch things in life that are not easily 
experienced. 

“On stage, actors sometimes experience how the script suddenly feels 
incredibly real, for example when portraying a death on stage. Performing arts 
is a process full of challenges, adventure, and madness. Only by experiencing 
a wide range of different performance opportunities will you acquire a better 
understanding of the performance industry,” says Cheng-chun. These words 
reflect Cheng-chun’s deep understanding of and belief in the performing arts as 
a result of his continued application and effort in the field.

Bravely exploring 
interdisciplinary study

During a certain rehearsal for the musical Classic of 
Mountains and Seas, Cheng-chun, who was serving as 
assistant dancing coordinator, got into an argument after 
criticizing a fellow actor’s performance. In a moment of 
anger, Cheng-chun inadvertently blurted out some words 
that cast the play and the graduate institute as a whole in 
a harsh light. Later, the director, Professor Chih-min Liang, 
arrived to defuse the situation. He reminded students 
that regardless if a play is good or bad, ultimately it is the 
director’s responsibility and students should always be 
conscious of the director’s role.  

For Cheng-chun, this experience taught him that one 
cannot only depend on one’s personal taste to evaluate 
whether a performance is good or bad. As well, since one 
is participating in a group activity, one should give his or 
her best in every moment. Cheng-chun began to rethink 
what “performance” meant for him. He soon after began 
to assiduously apply himself to every performance and to 
listen and defer to the wishes of the director. 

“What matters in the field of the performing arts is not 
your academic record, but the number of people you 
have met and worked with, as it is these people who can 
help you with future opportunities,” Cheng-chun says. The 
faculty at NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Performing Arts are 
very happy to find performance opportunities on behalf 

of their students and to assist students in learning how to 
transfer skills from the classroom onto the stage. However, 
when Cheng-chun thinks back to his first year and how he 
was constantly running between his jobs and classes, he 
suggests new students should first focus their efforts on 
campus. After absorbing the knowledge being taught in 
the curriculum and developing a solid foundation, they can 
then go ahead and apply for working opportunities off-
campus. In this way, their master’s study will be even more 
fruitful.  

“For me, NTNU is a place filled with energy and vitality,” 
says Cheng-chun. He regularly sees students strolling on 
campus, or coming in and out of the NTNU gym. He also 
sees many international students crisscrossing campus, 
often with a vibrant smile on their faces. That includes many 
of his classmates who come from Hong Kong, Macau, Japan, 
and even Iceland. 

He recommends that students studying at NTNU make 
liberal use of the university’s excellent resources, especially 
its library and swimming pool. The library is well-stocked, 
with resources that can’t be found in other universities. As 
why students should make it a point to visit the swimming 
pool, Cheng-chun lightly replies, “It’s really comfortable in 
the pool!”

Cheng-chun also recommends that student attend some 
of NTNU’s many on-campus activities. For himself, the NTNU 
SUPER STAR (sports performance display) allowed him to 
experience the dynamic beauty of different sports and 
share in the excitement of the athletes firsthand. While the 
musicals put on by the Graduate Institute of the Performing 
Arts brilliantly display the creativity and performance 
chops of young actors, while fostering audiences’ artistic 
appreciation. “Studying at NTNU, it is important to see the 
NTNU SUPER STAR performance and a Graduate Institute of 
Performing Arts musical at least once,” says Cheng-chun.

Participation 
requires sincerity 
and effort
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Coming to NTNU 
was the Right 
Choice! C oming from Ecuador, Aroca Rosas Sara Isabel is a currently 

pursuing a master’s degree at NTNU’s Graduate Institute of 
Art History. “Arriving on campus, I saw classically elegant 
architecture that seemed to breath antiquity,” says Sara 

as she recounts her first impression of NTNU. “I love architecture that 
carries an artistic aesthetic. It made me feel that my decision to study 
at NTNU was the right choice!”    

When asked why she chose to study in Taiwan, Sara simply replies, 
“It was fate.” Art history in the US is traditionally more focused on 
Western art, but Sara says she was more interested in pursuing Asian 
art history. Later, when deciding between several universities in Asia, 
she says the achievements of NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Art History 
in the art history field was one of the main reasons she chose the 
program. 

The curriculum in the East Asian track of the Graduate Institute of 
Art History focuses on the study of Northeast Asian art history, visual 
culture, and museum studies. Study topics include painting, sculpture, 
architecture, city planning, cinema, photography and décor. Emphasis 
is on exploring the cultural intersections and pollination between 
various regions. To balance curriculum depth and breadth, individual 
development and diverse studies are encouraged, with students 
required to take classes in other tracks to better expand their world 
view. Part of the curriculum includes learning outside of the classroom 
with trips to the National Palace Museum or other curriculum-relevant 
art locations. Sara says that she loves these field trips and every time 
she encounters a piece of Asian history “in the flesh”, she returns to 
campus more committed than ever to her studies. She says she hopes 
that art history can become a life-long profession.
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While studying at NTNU, Sara says one of the 
best features afforded to international students 
is the 1-on-1 Mandarin tutoring system. Thanks 
to the tutoring, she doesn’t have to worry that, in 
enrolling in classes taught in English, she will lack 
opportunities to improve her Chinese. Tutoring 
offers Sara abundant opportunities to review any 
Chinese language problems she might have. Sara 
also praises the flexibility of the tutoring system, 
which makes it easy to fit it into a busy day. Finally, 
the tutors themselves are talented teachers and truly 
want to help their international charges to the best of 
their ability. Regardless of the problem, big or small, 
Sara knows she can visit the teachers and tutors of 
the Office of International Affairs to find a solution. 
Thanks to this level of support, Sara’s studies at NTNU 
have gone smoothly and she has been able to adapt 
to the culture and life of Taiwan without problem. 

Sara enjoys observing and participating in NTNU’s 
vibrant and diverse campus life. Some of her favorite 
campus events are a series of department sponsored 
weekly activities, the Humanities Festival, the NTNU 

When asked on what advice she would give for 
those thinking about coming to NTNU, Sara says: 
“I suggest they work to first prepare themselves. In 
that way they can enjoy everything that NTNU has to 
offer. Studying here, you will have access to abundant 
resources and valuable experiences.” Sara believes 
that she has become more independent after coming 
to Taiwan. She can now better handle and solve 
problems that might come up in life. This, she says, 
is just one of the benefits of pursing an education 
abroad. 

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone,” 
quotes Sara, who says she strives to live these 
words daily. When she left her comfort zone to 
come to Taiwan to study, she was alone in facing an 
unfamiliar world without a language through which 
to communicate. Although she has gone through 
difficult times, Sara has gradually overcome these 
obstacles, while learning to believe in herself in the 
process. “We all need to take a jump into the unknown 
at least once in our lives,” Sara says. “For myself, it 
was coming to study at the Graduate Institute of Art 
History at NTNU.”

NTNU OIA—
where all problems 
have a solution!

Art Festival, and the International Culture Festival. The 
International Culture Festival is a highlight for her with 
the festival featuring an entire plaza filled with booths 
run by international students. Although it may seem 
that the students are there to sell international food 
and gifts, Sara sees the event as NTNU kindly giving 
international students an opportunity to display their 
home country’s culture, as well as an opportunity to 
engage in cultural dialogue with Taiwanese students 
and local residents.    

During the event, Sara says was able to taste 
southeast Asian cooking from Myanmar and Malaysia, 
as well as Tteokbokki from Korea and Mexican 
quesadillas with a selection of special hot sauces. The 
carefully arranged booths helped visitors to immerse 
themselves in different cultures and reflected the 
international nature of NTNU’s campus and student 
body. In addition, the various athletics events and 
competitions of NTNU’s SUPER STAR sports event 
are heart pumping in the excitement they generate, 
says Sara, who loves watching the teamwork and 
determination of the athletes. “I feel out of all the 
activities I have seen so far, the performances 
of NTNU’s SUPER STAR were some of the most 
memorable.” 

Sara also praises the local community around 
NTNU, with both residents and shopkeepers showing 
an amazing degree of hospitality. Wherever she goes 
she meets people who are enthusiastic to help and 
patient enough to listen to her rudimentary Chinese. 
For example, last year during the Chinese New Year 
holidays, Sara took an opportunity to visit Longshan 
Temple and stroll among the many shops selling 
holiday food and merchandise. Everything was so 
novel, she found herself exploring further and further 
out until she realized that she was lost. Fortunately, 
local residents were more than willing to point the 
direction back. This experience left Sara with a deep 
impression that people really care for each other in 
Taiwan.

“A major benefit of studying in NTNU is that I 
have made some really close friends,” Sara shares 
with a smile. She says that she gets along quite well 
with her classmates, both local and international, 
while her participation in various school events has 
helped make these friendships even stronger. Every 
weekend, a Taiwanese friend will also take it upon him 
or herself to invite everyone to enjoy the beautiful 
outdoors. “I feel that Taiwanese are more polite,” says 
Sara. “They avoid speaking too directly and they 
worry about hurting the feelings of others.” Before 
arriving in Taiwan, Sara says she was very nervous 
about her trip considering that she was a stranger 
to Taiwan. However, living in Taiwan, she has found 
her classmates and teachers to be extremely friendly 
and approachable. The result is that she has gradually 
opened up and begun to explore her surroundings. 
Now Sara hopes to enjoy every day in Taiwan to its 
fullest and says she has a plan of visiting every city in 
Taiwan before she graduates.    

Enjoying every 
experience to its 
fullest
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C oming from France, Hugo Moreira De Almeida Rivala 
grew up in an artistic household. This background helped 
him develop a deep interest in both art and painting. 
A fan of Asian culture, in 2017, Hugo applied to NTNU’s 

Department of Fine Arts, Chinese Painting Track with the intention of 
immersing himself in an artistic environment different from that in 
Europe. 

Thinking back to the first time he arrived in Asia, Hugo says: “I 
spent a year traveling in China and Japan. I didn’t get a chance to 
visit Taiwan before I had to return to France.” Later Hugo discovered 
that Taiwan was at the heart of many artistic matters in Asia. This 
realization was the reason of why he eventually chose to come to 
Taiwan. Hugo says, “I feel that Taiwan is a unique place. It has a special 
culture and language and, with regard to my field of study in Chinese 
painting, it offers abundant resources.”

Over the past year, Hugo has visited many places in Taiwan. He 
ruefully exclaims, “The pace of life in Taiwan’s cities moves too fast for 
me. I like areas that are not as developed; areas that offer beautiful 
scenery and help people find peace and relaxation.” However, the 
more Hugo travels around Taiwan, the more he loves the island. “When 
I was traveling in Japan, I felt that Japan would be a perfect base from 
which to explore and study Asian culture. But after coming to Taiwan, 
I’ve changed my mind. In comparison to Taiwan, society in Japan is 
very reserved, while the freedom that is available in Taiwan is more 
suitable for my personality. As a result, I decided to stay here.” Hugo’s 
family fully supported his plan of studying Asian culture in Taiwan, 
believing it to be an excellent learning opportunity.

Pei-tin
g

 H
su

Stepping into a 
Hub for the Study 
of Asian Arts
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First arriving at NTNU, everything felt new and exciting 
for Hugo. He had free use of the university’s swimming pool, 
exercise room, and one of the best libraries in Taiwan. NTNU 
had everything he could ask for. It was, in Hugo’s own words, 
very “cool!” Hugo reserves particular praise for the library’s 
selection of art books. The sheer amount resources available 
was stunning, he remembers. He also found that the area 
around campus had all the resources he needed. “Being a 
student of the Department of Fine Arts, I often need to buy 
materials for my work. All of it can be found within a few 
blocks from campus. In fact, there is one street with several 
stores on it. It’s incredibly convenient.” 

In the two years that he has studied at NTNU, Hugo has 
suffered through periods of culture shock—not surprising 
considering the lifestyle in Taiwan is worlds apart from that 
of his hometown. However, in navigating two cultures, 
Hugo has changed for the better in regard to who he is 
as a person and his thought process. Hugo believes that 
challenges to his previous way of thinking have resulted in 
much growth on his part and left him as a more open and 
accepting person.

Hugo says that culture shock has left him much more 
open minded and able to adapt, and sees himself as being 
positively influenced by the Taiwanese around him. Taiwan 

Without doubt, 
NTNU is a “cool” 
campus

Deciding to remain in Taiwan and enroll in university, Hugo began 
to seriously review his options. His friends offered many resources 
and suggestions, and after a period of deliberation, he decided to 
apply to NTNU. Explaining his reasons, he says, “NTNU has a long 
history and the school has successfully fostered many teachers. 
Many of its professors are also world-class artists. The caliber of 
its faculty was one of the reasons that I chose to apply to NTNU’s 
Department of Fine Arts.” The hardest part about Hugo’s decision to 
study at NTNU was all the documents that he had to prepare. For a 
free-spirited artist like himself, carefully and painstakingly preparing 
the necessary documents, one-by-one, was a difficult process.   

A lover of Asian culture, Hugo decided to study in NTNU’s 
Department of Fine Arts. He says he chose the Chinese painting 
track because, in addition to his interest in Chinese culture, he also 
hoped to challenge himself and experience something new. Hugo 
hopes his study of Chinese painting can be a window through which 
he discovers new, interesting ways of looking at the world. 

Although France is home to world-class abstract art, as an art 
form, Hugo believes it differs significantly from Chinese painting 
in that Chinese painting is the culmination of a long historical 
evolution. He says he hopes to use the knowledge he learns at 
NTNU to find points of overlap and to strike a balance between 
Western artistic traditions and Asian-based styles of painting. 
While studying in the Chinese painting track, as the curriculum is 
focused on a culture that he did not grow up in, Hugo says that he is 
constantly being exposed to new ideas and is thoroughly enjoying 
the intellectual fireworks from this “clash” of two cultures.  

Hugo says that he has the utmost respect for every professor in 
his department and looks forward to learning from their individual 
expertise and holding himself up to their high standards. Over the 
course of his studies, he has found professors to be very forthcoming 
with assistance and more than happy to offer suggestions regarding 
Hugo’s own artwork. The respect that professors have for their 
students, and the valuable direction and assistance they offer are 
some of the reasons that Hugo enjoys his studies at NTNU so much.

Inspired by its 
professors, chooses 
to apply to NTNU is also a very safe place and transportation is extremely 

accessible—you can get anywhere you want with ease. 
And if you do encounter a problem while traveling, there 
are always people who are willing to help you out. Taken 
together, for Hugo, it is obvious that Taiwan is an amazing 
place in which to live. 

Regarding his future, Hugo says that after graduation 
he hopes to stay in Taiwan for a period of time to continue 
his study of painting. After returning to France, he hopes 
to work alongside his mother who is a stained-glass artist. 
In particular, he looks to use his study of Gongbi Painting 
(a school of painting that focuses on careful, realistic 
technique) as a bridge between traditional Chinese painting 
methods and French stained-glass art.    

Originally Hugo never considered being an artist, as he 
views the profession as lacking financial stability. However, 
his enthusiasm for art has remained with him to this day. 
“Now it is important to pursue what I feel in my heart,” 
says Hugo. “And that is to continue on the path of art and 
creativity.” Hugo believes that in a world of increasingly 
advanced technology, there are fewer and fewer art related 
aspects that make up our lives, with even the creations of 
painters, authors and musicians being no exception. 

Hugo says, in a world in which speed is paramount, art still 
has an important role to play in our lives. Art slows down 
and balances our lives which are bombarded with constant 
information and noise. And through the creation of art, we 
can express our innermost feelings and share them with 
others. We also reflect upon ourselves, communicate with 
our inner selves, and come to know ourselves at a deeper 
level.  

When talking about his life and studies at NTNU, Hugo has 
volumes to say. Much of this come down to his world view: 
he does not settle for a superficial understanding of the 
world around him, but, with a calm mind and heart, looks to 
feel the changes that are happening every moment around 
us.
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A     student of NTNU’s Department of Physical Education, Yi-heng Cheng comes from 
Malaysia. Outside of his studies, he plays goalie for the NTNU soccer club and was 
recently awarded the University Football Association (UFA) Golden Glove Award. Yi-
heng says that winning the award is in large part thanks to the abundance of resources 

provided by the Department of Physical Education, as well as the department’s policy of allowing 
students freedom to develop their own areas of expertise.

“In Malaysia, I was a part of the Taekwondo and volleyball team, yet I also had an ongoing interest 
in soccer. After coming to NTNU, following a classmate’s introduction, I joined the NTNU soccer club. 

This was my first opportunity to formally learn the sport,” says Yi-heng. As 
Yi-heng discusses soccer, his eyes light up and his enthusiasm for 

the sport becomes immediately apparent. For Yi-heng, soccer 
and NTNU are forever linked.    

Yi-heng has only seriously played soccer for two years, 
which makes his UFA Golden Glove Award even more 
remarkable. Yi-heng says that although he played soccer 
in the past, it wasn’t until NTNU that he started to take it 

seriously. He now applies himself to his training rigorously, 
training come rain or shine. In order to maintain a goalkeeper’s 

“sense of the ball”, he says it is vital not to skip out on daily 
practice or do them half-heartedly. “I am the last line of 

defense in the game,” says Yi-heng. “A goalkeeper’s most 
important job is to get the ball and stop it from going 

into the net.” 

Never missing practice means a good 
portion of Yi-heng’s week is filled up. 

On weekdays, he schedules in training 
after a long day of classes, while on 
weekends he plays in friendly practice 
games as a way to sharpen his skills 
further. With such a busy schedule it 
is normal to question if Yi-heng ever 
feels like giving up. “Never,” says Yi-
heng. “Because this has all been 

my choice!” With this level of 
determination, it is no surprise 

that Yi-heng won the Golden 
Glove Award, the highest 

distinction a goalkeeper 
can be honored with. 

UFA Golden Glove 
Award Winner

Yi-heng Cheng

2019

Chia-ying Wu
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“The encouragement among classmates and team 
members is a powerful source of support,” says Yi-heng. He 
personally has abundant thanks for everyone that offered 
support and advice when he encountered bottlenecks in 
his training. “Members of the NTNU soccer club come from 
Japan, Korea, France, and other countries. Their advice 
is often given from different viewpoints and that sort of 
intercultural exchange has been a powerful source of 
motivation for me,” says Yi-heng. 

Regarding his future plans, in addition to working 
towards a spot on a professional soccer team, Yi-heng is also 
studying for an athletic trainer license. NTNU’s Department 
of Physical Education has offered athletic trainer related 
curriculums and will be able to offer more resources to help 
students test for related certifications. 

On the field, athletes should give it their all, but Yi-
heng says that athletes also need to know how to protect 
their health, avoid injuries, and understand what to do in 
emergencies. In that way, they can stay healthy on the field. 
Of course, injuries can happen to everyone. Yi-heng recalls 
once time he got injured in training. He stills remember with 
gratitude the support that he received from everyone, with 
several classmates even making it a point to bring him food 
and drinks during his recovery. 

Focusing on training and competing means that, at times, 
Yi-heng’s schoolwork has suffered. However, he feels that 
NTNU has had his back. “I want to thank the teachers and 
my classmates at NTNU, as well as the staff of the Office of 
International Affairs for their continued assistance,” says Yi-
heng. Yi-heng feels that faculty support has been a major 
reason for his success at NTNU. He receives department 
subsidies every time he attends away games, and his 
teachers will agree leave for absence, as well as give him 
opportunities to retake exams in the case of important 
competitions. “I just want to say how thankful I am for the 
help of NTNU’s faculty,” gushes Yi-heng. 

“I highly recommend coming to NTNU to study. Especially 
if you are interested in pursuing a teaching career or 
curriculum, then NTNU should definitely be your first 
choice,” exclaims Yi-heng. When discussing his own interest, 
Yi-heng simply says: “Soccer is my aspiration and my dream! 
There is still so much to learn. So see you on the field!”

Yi-heng says that his choice of goalkeeper as a position 
has to do with his previous experience in Taekwondo and 
volleyball. On the volleyball team, he played defense, 
while in Taekwondo he had to learn how to use his hands 
to defend himself. Maybe because of these previous 
experiences, he finds himself less afraid of possible physical 
collisions when playing goalkeeper. “I remember an 
upperclassman asking me several times if I was sure that I 
wanted to play goalkeeper, as it is a tough position,” recall 
Yi-heng. “I said I was sure about my choice.” Not afraid 
of physical contact, Yi-heng was determined to play the 
position.

Goalkeepers have to deal with more physical contact than 
other players on the team.  And while soccer demands that 
players train excellent ball-handling skills, at the same time 
players also have to train their upper bodies so they are 
sturdier against sudden contact. This also means watching 
what they eat and drink, so as to keep in shape. The area 
around NTNU is celebrated in social media for the dozens 
of amazing restaurants and food stalls that students can 
choose from. Being a student at NTNU, but not having 

access to this plethora of food selections, is a big sacrifice for 
the players and one that calls for abundant self-control.  

Goalkeepers also need the ability to be able to “read the 
field.” As many people are unfamiliar with this term, Yi-heng 
explains: “When the ball is in my hands, I have to know right 
away to whom I want to give the ball.” This sort of intuition 
is something that is required by every goalkeeper. You need 
to fully grasp the rhythm of the game and understand what 
is going on with each player. You are, in a way, a bridge 
of communication between the players and the coach. 
“Because the goalie is in a position to watch every person 
on the field, they come to understand the reactions of 
everyone,” explains Yi-heng. A competent goalkeeper must 
also be willing to communicate with the coach and issue 
instructions to players on the field.  

In addition to good communication skills, goalkeepers 
also need mental fortitude. “As an athlete, you need 
sufficient confidence in yourself; you need to learn to have 
an instinct for the ball, and you need to trust that instinct. 
As a goalkeeper, you have no time to think. Thinking too 
much will mean a ball in the net. Believe in yourself and 
act without hesitation,” says Yi-heng. Learning to trust 
your instinct comes from practice, which Yi-heng does at 
friendly pick-up games on the weekend. These games are an 
excellent chance to not only refine his ball instinct, but also 
to get more on-field experience.

With his success on the field with NTNU, Yi-heng has a 
chance to join a professional soccer team back in Malaysia, 
where he hopes to show off his soccer skills and mental 
fortitude. His arduous training and discipline while at NTNU 
will certainly play a big part in his future performance on 
the field.

Giving up delicious 
food for excellence 
on the field Upperclassmen 

a firm source of 
support

*Photo Courtesy of Chinese Taipei University Sports Federation
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2 019 marked the first time NTNU was crowned champion of the University 
Football Association (UFA) with NTNU soccer club team member Perron 
Loal Bapu Emiliano awarded the Silver Boot for his performance on the 
field. An international student from France, Perron is currently studying 

in NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Global Business and Strategy. In an interview full of 
humor and life, Perron, in fluent Chinese, walked us through a series of reflections on 
his time at NTNU.   

When you meet Perron, the first thing you notice is his passion for life. His curiosity 
is insatiable and he holds great interest in all that NTNU has to offer. When first 
meeting Perron, this editor asked, “Why did you decide to leave Scotland to study in a 
graduate program here in NTNU?” Perron immediately responded, “Because Scotland 
was too cold. I hate the cold.”  

Graduating from high school in France, Perron was filled with a passion to 
experience different facets of the world. Hoping to improve his English, he chose to 
go to Scotland for two months. In addition to his English, he also improved his soccer 
skills thanks to his friends at the time. However, with the cold a problem and also 
hoping to study Chinese, Perron decided to find a warmer climate in Taiwan and a 
warm community in that offered by NTNU. 

When he first arrived in Taiwan, Perron was enrolled to study Mandarin at a 
university-run language center. As the program was arranged by his family, it wasn’t 
until Perron arrived in NTNU that he realized the university has its own world class 
language training center: the Mandarin Training Center (MTC). After comparing 
programs, Perron decided to transfer to NTNU’s MTC. While at MTC, Perron started 
to delve into the depths of Chinese as a language and came to appreciate its 
profundities. With his interest in the language growing, he decided to enroll in 
NTNU’s Department of Chinese as a Second Language for a more in-depth study. 
“During my four years in the Department of Chinese as a Second Language, every 
day was a joy. My classmates included many international students—all of whom 
had a deep interest in improving the level of their Chinese. Together we worked to 
help each other reach this goal and thus we all improved rapidly,” Perron recalls. In 
addition to his Chinese studies, soccer played a large part in his life at NTNU.  

First arriving in NTNU, Perron quickly joined NTNU’s soccer club and found a place 
on the team as a midfielder. “The role of a midfielder is to control the pace of the 
game. You have to know when to defend and when to go on the attack,” explains 
Perron. Discussing the game of soccer, Perron’s enthusiasm knows no bounds. This 
makes sense as he comes from France where soccer is a national sport and part of 
daily life. “I was really happy to find that I could continue to play soccer after coming 
to NTNU. Not only that, but I found myself playing with people from around the 
world. This was also another opportunity for me to use my Chinese. I feel my Chinese 
definitely improved thanks to this participation,” Perron says.

UFA Silver Boot 
Award Winner
Perron Emiliano

2   0   1   9

Chia-ying Wu
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Regarding the Silver Boot Award that he was honored 
with at this year’s UFA championship, Perron humbly 
remarks, “My skills and endurance are not as good as those 
of my Taiwanese teammates. I just love the game. In France, 
I loved every minute on the field; every time I got to play, I 
was so happy.” At NTNU, Perron has had a chance to observe 
how different cultures give birth to different athletic 
traditions. He then says, with special emphasis, “I have been 
in Taiwan for over six years. My entire youth has been given 
over to NTNU.”

“In the beginning, my goal was to only study Mandarin. 
But the beauty of the island and its people, as well the 
convenience of NTNU campus life, all created an extremely 
welcoming and effective study environment for an 
international student like myself,” says Perron. Perron also 
took a moment to share some interesting moments from 
his study of the language. “In class, I would learn how to 
phrase something in a certain way. Then, when I was talking 
with my friends and teammates, I would discover that there 
would be another entirely different way to say the same 
thing. It made realize how much more I had to learn and 
also showed me how alive and interesting a language like 
Mandarin is. As a result, I decided to continue my studies 
at the graduate level. Having an interest in economics, I 
enrolled in NTNU’s Graduate Institute of Global Business and 
Strategy.”

When discussing his institute’s curriculum, Perron also 
mentions a discovery he had. While studying, he came to 
a sudden realization that the topics that he was learning 
and the game of soccer had much in common. He now 
looks forward to using the business and management skills 
learned in his program on the soccer pitch. Perhaps even 
establishing a soccer club in Taiwan for his institute, so as 
to get more Taiwanese to discover the great game that is 
soccer.  

“Playing soccer is a source of great enjoyment. I hope that 
more Taiwanese can have an opportunity to experience 
this excitement,” Perron says. Perron points out that many 
Taiwanese students have less time and opportunity to play 
soccer after graduating from university, but, at the same 
time, have already accumulated a respectable skill and 
understanding of the game at that point. “I feel this state of 
affairs is a bit unfortunate, but I hope that in the future I will 
have the opportunity to use the business skills I am learning 
to help those who have an interest in soccer to continue 
playing once they graduate from university,” says Perron. 

After graduating from high school in France, Perron has 
consistently strived to achieve his learning goals and has 
always been very clear in what he wants. “I believe that 
having a goal is very important. Take soccer practice for 
example. You have to know what you are practicing and 
why. If you are working towards concrete goals, you can 
avoid wasting time or energy,” says Perron. At the same time, 
Perron looks to actualize concepts learned from his soccer 
practice in the planning of his life and career. “I feel that, in 
the beginning, it is ok if you don’t know what you want to 
do in life. But what is important is to have a goal. When you 
set small goals and work to achieve them, you will slowly 
understand the bigger picture and eventually know what 
you want to do in life,” says Perron.  

For international students interested in studying at 
NTNU, Perron has the following advice: to be clear on your 
goals. “The resources available at NTNU are abundant. 
There are many classes to choose from, and many clubs 
you can join. The teachers are also excellent and willing to 
answer any questions you might have,” Perron states with 
excitement. “If you really like studying Chinese, NTNU’s MTC 
is simply the best choice. And if you decide that you want to 
continue to work on your Chinese, you can then apply for an 
undergraduate or graduate program at NTNU,” says Perron.

After talking for over an hour, Perron is still filled with 
energy as he continues to discuss his life at NTNU and 
share his academic experiences, touching upon a variety of 
innovative concepts and entrepreneurial ideas, as well as 
their application. For this editor, it is obvious that Perron’s 
journey in NTNU has been a youth well spent!

A youth spent 
without regrets
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University of Bordeaux 

Delegates at NTNU for 

Reciprocal Visit

Linko Yu /Hsu-tzu Chiang

I
n June 2019, NTNU President Wu Cheng Chih 

visited the University of Bordeaux to sign 

a MOU establishing the two universities as 

sister schools. On November 6 2019, Joanne 

Pagèze, Vice President for Internationalization, 

and Véronique Debord-Lazaro, Director of the 

International Office, reciprocated with a visit to 

NTNU. Their visit brought a renewed commitment 

to strengthening academic ties and increasing the 

global mobility of students from both universities.

The University of Bordeaux was founded in 

France in 1441. It is one of the first universities 

to be honored with an invitation to the French 

government’s Initiative d'excellence (IDEX) 

program. Currently, more than 6,000 international 

students study at the University of Bordeaux, 

which offers twenty-eight English teaching 

master 's  programs and thir ty dual  degree 

programs. In 2018, the University of Bordeaux 

was far and away the first choice for international 

students studying in France.
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During their  ta lk  with NTNU President  Wu 
Cheng Chih, Vice President Joanne Pagèze and 
D i r e c t o r  Vé r o n i q u e  D e b o r d - L a z a r o  p r a i s e d 
the academic atmosphere at NTNU. The three 
a lso discussed future shar ing oppor tunit ies 
in both academics and administrative affairs. 
Vice President Pagèze shared her experience 
in promoting international school affairs in the 
areas of  professional  faculty/staff,  language 
c o u r s e s ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m s.  S h e 
mentioned the importance of helping students 
and faculty  in  understanding global  t rends, 
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u p p o r t i n g 
m e a s u r e s  t o  h e l p  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  g l o b a l 
c u l t u re s .  A l s o  p re s e nt  at  t h e  m e e t i n g  we re 
Office of International Affairs staff and college 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a m b a s s a d o r s  w h o  t o o k  t h e 
opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences 
with the guests from France.

When it comes to internationalization efforts, 
NTNU and the University of Bordeaux share many 
similarities. Both offer English taught classes and look 
to strengthen links between academia and industry, 
and both work to provide international study and 
research opportunities for faculty and students. This 
was also not the first visit to NTNU for the University 
of Bordeaux, as the university’s Vice President called 
on NTNU as recently as November 2018. His visit was 
later reciprocated by NTNU President Wu Cheng Chih 
the following year—an occasion which resulted in the 
signing of a MOU between the two universities. In the 
future, NTNU hopes to learn more from the University 
of Bordeaux’s benchmark learning programs and 
abundant success in school internationalization 
policies. Both universities have also pledged to 
provide three spots for exchange students each 
semester, thereby opening up a new chapter of 
cooperation and understanding between the two 
storied institutions.
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An Academic 

Journey with

No Regrets Pei-ting Hsu

C
oming from Malaysia, Min-che Chang’s connection with Taiwan started 

back in high school following a successful showing at a calligraphy 

competition. When deciding on where to pursue his undergraduate 

degree, after an introduction by the Taiwan Graduates Association of 

Perak, he settled on NTNU as his top choice. Later, in 2016, he was accepted into 

NTNU’s prestigious Department of Fine Arts, Western Painting Track. 

Studying the sciences in high school, he was as surprised as anyone that he 

enrolled in an art program in college. “In my third year of high school, I suddenly 

changed the direction of my studies,” Min-che says with a laugh. “Fortunately, my 

family supported me and my decision unconditionally.” As Min-che only started 

studying art following his third year of high school, the road he had chosen for 

himself was anything but easy, as his classmates had all received training in the 

fine arts since young. However, he praised the professors in the Department of 

Fine Arts for their support. “The professors unselfishly teach all they know. They 

also respect the creative ideas of the students. This results in an environment 

where we are given space and freedom to explore. In this sort of environment, I 

have found abundant opportunities for creative expression and inspiration.”  

When asked which class has left the deepest impression, without hesitation 

Min-che replies, “My engraving class.” The study of engraving requires knowledge 

in the areas of aesthetics, literature, and even in the choice of one’s engraving 

tools. Only when you have at your fingertips knowledge in these three areas can 

you successfully engrave a stone. A stone that has been successfully engraved 

can be later used in calligraphy or painting, making those works standout further. 

Min-che says that in every engraving class he felt how the professor would do his 

best to share his knowledge and experience with the class in hopes that students 

would find a deeper reservoir of creative energy and understanding.
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Min-che believes that NTNU professors have a deep 
respect for the creative ideas of their students. The result 
is that students are free to explore their creativity on 
many levels. Regarding Min-che’s engraving class, it was 
also the professional level of the professor’s instruction 
and the effort put into teaching each class that made 
the class one of Min-che’s favorite. Even though Min-
che has already finished all the necessary credits in his 
curriculum, he is once again sitting in on the engraving 
class and helping underclassmen from the sidelines. The 
real goal, of course, is to observe and study his professor’s 
amazing teaching style. Min-che feels that his second 
time around taking the class has been incredibly fruitful. 

Cultural tension leads 
to a rebirth of creative 
concepts

As Min-che Chang comes from Malaysia, there were 
times when his ideas of creativity did not align with 
Taiwan’s culture and he felt unable to adequately express 
his creativity to his professors. Min-che says that creativity 
as expressed in Malaysia is more closely aligned with 
Western styles and techniques and therefore the styles 
being taught by his professors at NTNU felt very different. 
At the beginning of his studies at NTNU, Min-che was 
often at a loss with how to proceed, before realizing that 
he had no choice but to learn from his professors’ styles 
and start from there.

Min-che admits that in the beginning there was a 
sense that he was losing himself. He didn’t have anything 
he could claim his own and he felt like he was being 
led by the nose. However, as time passed, Min-che was 
surprised to find that this cultural tension turned out 
to be a very valuable experience. In studying different 
styles, he unconsciously found space for both cultures in 
himself. In this process of integration, he discovered new 
perspectives and expanded his viewpoints from which 
to look and understand art. He realized that cultural 
differences bring with them different ways of looking at 
the world, something which can greatly aid an artist’s 
creativity. Under the tutelage of his professors, Min-che 
was soon able to find a direction from which to grow as 
an artist. And those fireworks from the collision between 
the cultures of Malaysia and Taiwan? They are something 
that Min-che now holds dear to his heart.

Min-che Chang says, “Compared with Malaysia, you 
can see the energy and attention that goes into fine arts 
education here in Taiwan. There are so many different 
exhibitions being put on, with some of them even being 
free to enter. You won’t find that in Malaysia. I feel pretty 
lucky to have come to Taiwan.” Min-che goes on to add 
that the professors in his department encourage students 
to try curating an exhibition, viewing the experience as 
an excellent way to get practical experience in the field.

In the beginning, Min-che didn’t give much thought to 
the curatorial field. He just saw it as attending another 
event. But once he had a chance to help curate an 
exhibition in person, a new world opened up for him. A 
wealth of practical experience, things that couldn’t been 
learned in the classroom, were now at his fingertips. Min-
che believes that a piece of work should not only be 
understood by the artists themselves, but artists should 
also try to ensure that their work can be understood by 
others. Min-che discovered that there are many artists 
who know how to create, but don’t understand curation. 
He sees this as an unfortunate state of affairs.

Working as a curator, Min-che was able to see how 
curators use exhibition space, how they conceive the 
arrangement of pieces in this exhibition space, and how 
they design the intensity of local and overall lighting 
within that space. The goal of these decisions is to 
ensure that every piece of art can connect deeply with 
the viewer. In 2020, Min-che will be working on his own 
exhibition for graduation. In the process, he will use of 
many of the curatorial skills he has accumulated to date 
to interpret his own work. He says he feels enormous 
gratitude towards the professors of his department 
for exposing students to the field of curation and the 
learning resource that have come with it.  

Min-che says that back in high school in Malaysia, 
a teacher suggested he go to England for his studies. 
Although he did give it some serious thought, Min-
che ended up choosing NTNU, a decision that he has 
no regrets about to this day. NTNU’s storied history and 

Studying curation to 
discover a new world 
of beauty

robust curriculum has ensured that his journey 
as a student has been incredibly fruitful. A big 
part of this journey has also been the abundant 
chances for cultural exchange available to 
international students at NTNU. One example 
being the annual NTNU International Culture 
Festival. One year, Min-che was in charge of 
creating hand painted works, which turned out 
to be the hit of the festival. It was a moment 
that brought a great sense of accomplishment 
for the budding artist. 

Min-che sees two roads for himself after 
graduation. The first is to stay in Taiwan to study 
in a NTNU graduate program and continue to 
increase his growing professional knowledge 
of the fine arts field. The path not only satisfies 
his dreams, but also that of his family. The other 
road is to return to Malaysia to open up his own 
painting studio. Min-che feels that once back 
in the familiar surroundings of his hometown, 
his body and mind will  be even more 
relaxed and open.

“Artistic creation is taking what you 
have felt and experienced as you go 
through life and putting that on display 
in your artwork. In your creations, you 
have the freedom to use your most 
outlandish ideas, things that others 
wouldn’t think are 
p o s s i b l e .  Yo u 
c a n  b r i n g  a l l 
that to life. It is 
something ver y 
rare and special,” says 
Min-che. As he talks 
about art, Min-che’s 
e n t h u s i a s m  s h i n e s 
through his eyes, facial 
expressions, and even 
body movements.  I t 
i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e 
f lames of  creativity, 
ignited in Min- che’s 
t h i r d  y e a r  o f  h i g h 
s c h o o l ,  c o n t i n u e  t o 
burn bright to this day.
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A Return to Campus 

for a New Learning 

Experience Li-li Wu

Ao-yun is no stranger to campus life. Before coming to NTNU, he had already received a degree 

in ad and graphic design at the Malaysian Institute of Art in Kuala Lumpur. However, classes at 

NTNU’s Department of Design offer new perspectives, while positive faculty-student interaction and 

community experiences means student life brims with joy and enthusiasm. Every day seems to bring 

fresh new experiences, ones very different from his university life in Kuala Lumpur. “Although the aim of 

both programs is the study of design, NTNU’s Department of Design feels very different,” says Ao-yun.    

After graduating from the Institute of Art in Kuala Lumpur, Ao-yun went to work for a year and a 

half. However, the repetitive nature of his workday left him feeling dull and uninspired. He knew he 

wanted to pursue something different but wasn’t sure what that could be. Soon after, his sister came 

back from a study abroad experience in Taiwan. After hearing her describe life in Taiwan, Ao-yun 

realized that what he wanted to do was pursue a life of new possibilities. He therefore decided to go 

to Taiwan to become a student once again.  

After looking at several universities, Ao-yun finally chose NTNU, in part because the curriculum 

offered by the NTNU Department of Design was more robust than other programs. Ao-yun loved 

the fact that there were so many different and interesting classes to choose from, including classes 

on animation and font design. Other benefits were NTNU’s participation in the university alliance 

scheme that features cooperation between NTNU, NTU, and NTUST. This means that the number of 

classes available for students at NTNU, in both breadth and depth, is much larger than that can be 

found at other universities. “There was also one other important reason,” Ao-yun humorously adds. “I 

wanted to use the MRT in daily life.” When comparing NTNU campus life to other similar universities, 

the availability of public transportation was a major factor in Ao-yun’s decision to study at NTNU.

“
Although the name is the same, vanilla ice cream tastes different in Taiwan than in it does in 

Malaysia,” says first year student of NTNU’s Department of Design, Ao-yun Huang, describing his 

experience with the curriculum at NTNU. 
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As Ao-yun Huang was preparing to come to NTNU for 
his studies, he unexpectedly encountered a problem. 
In this case it was the fierce competition for on-campus 
housing. Learning that his application for a place in the 
student dorms was unsuccessful, and being unfamiliar 
with the environment outside of campus, he became 
extremely worried. Fortunately, the staff at NTNU’s Office 
of International Affairs and his upperclassmen in the 
Department of Design took abundant time and care to 
answer his questions and assuage his worries. The result 
was that Ao-yun, who had yet to step foot on campus, 
already felt a sense of belonging and was filled with both 
enthusiasm and confidence regarding his studies at NTNU.  

“Before the start of the school year, the staff at the Office 
of International Affairs sent me a NTNU campus map by 
email. Soon after, I fortunately found a room to rent near 
Guting MRT station,” Ao-yun says, as he brings up the map 
on his phone. Although he has already been at NTNU for 
one semester, Ao-yun still uses the map on numerous 
occasions. “I refer to this map often and I am very thankful 
that the Office of International Affairs sent it to me. It has 
helped me to get my bearings around campus,” praises 
Ao-yun. A safe and welcoming study environment also 
means that everything seems to taste better, including the 
nearby McDonalds which Ao-yun says tastes better than the 
McDonalds in Malaysia.    

Enthusiastic 
assistance solves even 
the hardest problems

Respecting student creativity 
to foster unique styles

When he first arrived in NTNU, due to cultural differences, 
Ao-yun was unused to the enthusiasm of his classmates 
in wanting to include him in their activities. Especially in 
the first few months, because his days were long and busy, 
after class he wanted nothing more than to go home and 
rest before starting his homework. However, his classmates, 
knowing that he lived alone, would often invite him to hang 
out. Coming from Malaysia where he was more of a loner 
and being still nervous about his studies, Ao-yun often 
refused the invitations. However, once life had settled down 
a bit and he opened up to those around him, Ao-yun found 
that he began to look forward to the invitations extended by 
his classmates. While working in Malaysia, hanging out with 
friends meant meeting up for a meal before heading home. 
But in Taiwan, classmates will visit Ao-yun in his apartment, 
as everyone gets together to eat and discuss homework. This 
feeling of belonging was something he had not previously 
encountered in Malaysia and today Ao-yun is grateful for his 
friends in Taiwan who took it upon themselves to make his 
acquaintance and find a way into his heart.

Campus activities are another aspect that Ao-yun loves 
about studying at NTNU. In his university in Malaysia, 
campus activities were muted at best and he barely 
attended them as a result. Conversely, at NTNU, Ao-yun 
has already attended a conference held by his department 
and has teamed with classmates for the annual NTNU Arts 
Festival and Night of the Arts. In the booth which they 
set up, he worked giving Henna Tattoos, as well as selling 
items personally designed by himself. Over the course 
of these campus activities, he saw how effectively they 
brought together students as friends. In Malaysia, after class, 
everyone went their separate ways with a quick “goodbye.” 
But at NTNU, campus activities offer abundant opportunities 
for further interaction and present a perfect venue for the 
learning of new ideas and the meeting of new friends. 

Although Ao-yun received a degree in design in Malaysia, his classes in NTNU are helping 
to supplement and add to that body of knowledge. The curriculum in Malaysia emphasized 
the study of Western design and it wasn’t until Ao-yun arrived at NTNU that he began to 
study eastern design styles. One could say that the field is entirely new to him. Over the 
course of his studies, not only have the horizons of his design knowledge and skill been 
expanded, but he has learned new 3D design concepts, giving him another layer of tools to 
use in his designs. Although the university in Malaysia emphasized the study of the history 
of the fine arts, at NTNU, Ao-yun is able to study more on the history of design, helping him 
better grasp the development and growth of the field.

Ao-yun loves the old-fashioned style of NTNU’s classrooms and feels that the atmosphere 
is further bolstered by the warm interactions between teachers and students. Ao-yun 
highlights the gentle way in which professors guide their students, sparing them from undue 
pressure. In Malaysia, professors tend to be much more direct in how they communicate 
with students. In comparison, professors at NTNU make it a point to consider the feelings of 
students and will avoid excessively interfering in the students’ creative process. The result is 
that students are not afraid of being unduly criticized by their professors and therefore do 
not avoid—and in fact embrace—interactions with faculty.

The fact that professors at NTNU respect the creative process of students makes it 
easier for them to guide students in developing a personal style. Professors are willing to 
listen to creative pitches from students and work to help students recognize where their 
personal style of design lies. Professors are also happy to discuss the reasons why they think 
things should be done in a certain way. Overall, the abundant teaching experience of the 
department’s faculty ensures each student’s learning process is a fulfilling one. 

As for the students of the Department of Design, finishing a project is an extremely 
important learning process. Professors will also encourage students to participate in various 
international design competitions. The goal is to help students acquire experience and 
a growing portfolio of work. As students prepare for these various competitions, faculty 
are always happy to help with advice or direction, especially in team competitions. It is in 
these teamwork settings that underclassmen have an opportunity to learn new ideas and 
techniques from older, more experienced students.  

Studying in university for the second time, from how Ao-yun describes his life on 
campus, it is readily apparent that he is enjoying a return to campus life to its fullest, the 
point that he might not want to leave. “I want to grasp every learning opportunity and 
try everything that I might have shied away from in the past,” says Ao-yun. Among his 
interactions with professors and classmates alike, the warmth and enthusiasm for which 
Taiwan is famous is easy to see. Every little change, it seems, makes his life that much 
richer. 

For Malaysians looking to apply to NTNU’s Department of Design, Ao-yun 
suggests that they be very clear on what they are looking for at NTNU and on 
defining their goals. Doing so, they can plan an enriching class schedule and an 
excellent study environment as they work towards their goals while enjoying 
their studies throughout.  
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Semester Dates and
Application Information

Become 
a New Student

at NTNU!

Scholarships

* If different, please refer to the application website for updated information.

* Online application only. For application details, please refer to International

    Students Application website: https://ap.itc.ntnu.edu.tw/istudent/apply

Come and
study with
us!

Follow us 
on YouTube! 

Semesters

Fall 
2021

Spring
2022

Application
Period

August 3-
November 16,

 2020

March 1-
April 30, 

2021

Announcement of
Admission Results

January, 2021

June, 2021

New Student 
Registration

September, 
2021

February, 
2022

Applications to Degree Programs ‒
Office of International Affairs
       886-2-7749-1272   /   886-2-7749-1284
       886-2-2362-5621
       intlntnu@ntnu.edu.tw
       https://www.ntnu.edu.tw/oia/

Contact Information

1.Taiwan Scholarship (please contact the nearest diplomatic 
    missions in your home countries)
2.NTNU Full tuition waiver (Bachelor’s program: 1 year; Master’s 
    program: 2 years; doctoral program: 3 years)




